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were further complicated by disputes over the ownership of other
common land and rights of way1. At York a quarrel broke
out when the monastery enclosed a common pasture which
the city regarded as its property2; and at Ipswich the
citizens demolished a hedge and ditch made by the prior of
Ely to enclose land owned by the town ' time out of mind'3.
Sometimes the controversies ended peacefully and a settle-
ment was reached between the two parties over the points
at variance. Another subject of contention emerged in
the exaction of market tolls, from which the ecclesiastics
set up a claim to immunity. At Bury St. Edmunds the
burgesses refused to allow the abbot's servants to be quit
of toll whenever they bought or sold as traders, but when
they sold the abbey's produce or bought provisions for its
use they were not required to pay toll. The distinction
was well established, but here, as elsewhere, it added fuel to
the bitterness between the monastery and the town4.
Apart from the claims of their feudal lords, lay and Control of
ecclesiastical, other difficulties confronted the townsmen in ***
their endeavour to achieve independence and self-govern-
ment. The sheriff, as the political representative of the
Crown and the local head of the county administration, was
all-paramount in the shire, and enjoyed opportunities for
meddling with the concerns of the borough communities,
which were utilized to the full. As judge he dealt with pleas
that lay outside the competence of the municipal courts
and assessed the fines for breaches of the law ; as military
leader he raised armed levies among the townsmen and
led them to the field; as revenue-officer he imposed taxes
and gathered in the royal dues5. In these various capacities
he had unnumbered occasions for oppression, and used his
position to serve his own ends and to fill his own purse. At
Canterbury6 the sheriff compelled the people to pay excessive
toll for the use of his ferry-boat; and it was among the
1 There was a dispute at Winchester between the abbey and the city
over rights of way (c. 50 Edward III.): Public Works in Mediaeval Law
(Selden Society Publications), i. 182. 2 York Memorandum Book, i. 179-180.
3 Bacon, Annals of Ipswich, 108 (1451).         * Chvonica Jocelini, 74.
6 Stubbs, Constitutional History (6th ed.), i. 299, 443, 444.
* Green, Town Life in the Fifteenth Century, i. 207.